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an insult. “So what did you pay for 
that interesting, um — I guess 
that’s a purse?” (Ellen Ryan, 
Rockville) 

DGIOPRY > GOD-PRY: “So tell me: 
Have you been saved?” (Roy Ashley, 
Washington) 

DGIOPRY > PODIGY: An amazing 
remote-schooled student who 
actually learned something during 
the pandemic. (Kevin Dopart, 
Washington) 

DGIOPRY > GOD-RIP: You know how 
when you were a kid they told you 
that thunder is the sound of the 
Lord bowling? Well, it’s not. 
(Danielle Nowlin) 

DGLNOUY > UNDOGLY: 
Frustratingly untrainable, like a 
cat. (Adie Peña, Makati, Philippines) 

EEHMORT > METR’OH! Abbreviation 
for “I knew I should have just 
driven to work today!” (Mark 
Raffman) 

EEILNNT >  ENLINT: What my dryer 
does to my socks. (George 
Thompson, Springfield) 

EFHIRSY > HEIRSY: A belief that 
appalls your parents. “George Jr.  
was written out of the will after 
admitting the heirsy of voting for 
him in 2016 AND 2020.” (Richard 
Franklin) 

ILMNOOT > LOIN-TO: A love shack. 
(Tom Witte) 

ILMNOOT > MILTOON: “Paradise 
Lost,” the Classics Illustrated 
version. (Jim Derby; Rob Huffman, 
Fredericksburg) 

And Last: ACLOOPR > CORPOLA: 
Useless items emblazoned with 
advertising. “She calls them 
‘limited-edition Bob Staake 
artwork,’ but aren’t those magnets 
really just cheap corpola with the 
Washington Post logo on them?” 
(Jon Gearhart) 

And Even Laster, by too many 
people to credit:  ACELNPU > 
PUNACLE: What Invite contestants 
strive to reach.

 Still running — deadline Monday 
night, April 19: Our contest 
about what will change post-
pandemic.  See wapo.st/
invite1431. 

The Style Invitational

By  Pat Myers

Week 1428 was the eighth 
installment of The Tile Invitational, 
in which we supply a list of seven-
letter “racks” from the 
ScrabbleGrams syndicated word 
game, and ask you to make new 
words and phrases of five, six or 
seven letters. So many Losers 
looked at AAGHRSW and saw HAR 
SWAG, which of course is a pile of 
Loser Magnets, mugs, bags, 
disembodied clown heads, etc. 

4th place:
ACELNPU > UNCLAP: To sheepishly 
stop applauding when you realize 
no one else is, then look around to 
see who the “idiot” was. (Eric Nelkin, 
Silver Spring) 

3rd place:
AENPRRT > REPANT: What one 
should do immediately after 
succumbing to sins of the flesh — 
especially if there’s a sound at the 
door. (Deanna Busick, Nashville)  

2nd place and the 
‘You’re Invited’ podcast 
coffee mug:
CEIPRST > CREPIT: Not fallen apart 
yet. “Oh, no, Grandma’s very crepit. 
‘Arrhythmia’ is just the name of her 
dance team.” (Frank Osen, 
Pasadena, Calif.) 

And the winner of the 
Clowning Achievement:
AAEPPRT > PAP ART: My OB/GYN is 
so skilled, she doesn’t just make a 
“smear” . . .  (Danielle Nowlin, Fairfax 
Station) 

EEHMORT > MEH:
Honorable mentions
AABCELN > ABC LANE: That’s how 
you get to Sesame Street. (Bird 
Waring, Larchmont, N.Y.) 

AABGINT > BANGIT: When you can’t 
decide between “damnit” and “---- 
it,” this’ll do. (Jamie Martindale, 
Samut Prakan, Thailand) 

AABGINT > ANTIBAG: Someone 
who’ll carry 20 items out of the 
supermarket in his hands rather 
than paying the nickel. (Jeff 
Contompasis, Ashburn; Bill Dorner, 
Indianapolis; Tanja Cilia, Santa Venera, 
Malta)

AAEGNPT > PANGATE: An all-
encompassing scandal engulfing 
an entire administration. (Sorry, I 
can’t think of an example.) (Jeff 
Contompasis) 

AAEGNPT > NAPGATE: A leaked 
photo of the president nodding off 
at his desk will be remembered as 
the biggest scandal of the Biden 
administration. (Jamie Martindale; 
Bill Dorner) 

AAEGNPT > NEATGAP: The 
difference in tidiness between you 
and your significant other.  “With 
my ex, the neatgap was a chasm 
lined with dirty socks.” (Jesse 
Frankovich, Lansing, Mich.) 

AAEGPSS > GPaSs: The guy who 
insists that his phone knows better 
than you do how to get to your 
house. (Jonathan Jensen, Baltimore) 

AAEGPSS > AGE PASS: What you 
give to Great-Aunt Erma with a sigh 
when she starts with the cutting 
comments. (Lawrence McGuire, 
Waldorf) 

AAEPPRT > PEATRAP: Just like a 
piehole, but daintier. (Richard 
Franklin, Alexandria) 

AAEPPRT > PRE-TAPA: The Big Mac 
you eat before going for small 
plates. (Jim Derby, Gettysburg, Pa.) 

AALNSTY > ANTSY AL: Nervous 
Nellie’s significant other. (Jeff Loren, 
Seattle) 

AALNSTY > LA NASTY: You’ve heard 
of “Boston Strong”? Well . . .  (Todd 
DeLap, Fairfax) 

AALNSTY > SATANLY: What you 
might answer if someone asked if 
you wanted those new Lil Nas X 
black and red sneakers. (Stephen 
Dudzik, Olney) 

AALNSTY> ANALYST: A professional 
who can explain why the first thing  
you saw in this ScrabbleGram was 
ANAL STY (Kate Baughman, Arlington, 
a First Offender) 

ABDGINW > WINBAG: Someone 
who can’t stop talking about the 
election that was “stolen” from 
him. (Lawrence McGuire, Jesse 
Frankovich) 

ACELNPU> UNCLE PA: Villainous 
character in “Hamlet of the 
Ozarks.” (Mark Raffman, Reston) 

ACLOOPR > LOCO APR: What the 
car dealership offered on its “Crazy 
Cinco de Mayo Sales Event!!” (Dave 
Silberstein, College Park) 

ACLOOPR > POOL ARC: The 

Laugh racks: ScrabbleGrams finds

New contest for Week 1432: 
Turn tale and run with it 

To sabotage giants, to truly defeat them,
don’t waste your time planting some magic 

legumes —
just stir them (like I did) with salsa and eat them,
then jet through the sky on the power of fumes.

This week’s contest was inspired by a typically 
devilishly delightful new book by the poet, humorist and 
174-time Style Invitational Loser Melissa Balmain. In 
“The Witch Demands a Retraction: Fairy Tale 
Reboots for Adults,” published by Humorist Books,  
Melissa serves up a host of fresh, wry, often adults-only  
perspectives on your classic folk tales in such poems as 
“Pinocchio Runs for Office,” “Not So Snow White” and, 
above, “Jack Admits There Was No Beanstalk.” This 
week: Offer a new angle on a folk tale, nursery rhyme, 
children’s song, etc., with a short poem, mini-story 
(under 100 words) or song parody. 

Submit up to 25 entries at wapo.st/enter-invite-
1432 (no capitals in the Web address). Deadline is 
Monday, April 26;  results appear May 16 in print, May 
13 online.  

Winner gets the Clowning Achievement, our new 
Style Invitational trophy. Second place receives a copy of 
“The Witch Demands a Retraction,” which Melissa 
will sign and send to you. 

Other runners-up win their choice of our “For Best 
Results, Pour Into Top End” Loser Mug or our “Whole 
Fools” Grossery Bag. Honorable mentions get one of our 
lusted-after Loser magnets, “No ’Bility” or 
“Punderachiever.”  First Offenders receive only a smelly 
tree-shaped air “freshener” (FirStink for their first ink). 
See general contest rules and guidelines at wapo.st/
InvRules. The headline “Laugh Racks” is by Chris Doyle; 
Dave Prevar  wrote the honorable-mentions subhead. Join 
the lively Style Invitational Devotees group on Facebook 
at on.fb.me/invdev; “like” the Style Invitational Ink of the 
Day on Facebook at bit.ly/inkofday;  and follow 
@StyleInvite on Twitter.

The Style Conversational: The Empress’s weekly 
online column discusses each new contest and set of 
results. See this week’s at wapo.st/conv1432. 

The “You’re Invited” podcast: A dozen half-hour 
episodes, including dish from the Empress and the Czar, 
and tips from top Losers. See bit.ly/invite-podcast. 

Diversions

Answers to last week’s puzzle below.

B Y  M A D A L Y N  A S L A N

HAPPY BIRTHDAY | April 18: Original, insistent and inventive, your approach to life is filled with constant activity. 
This year, you will be successful through sheer force of will. You reaffirm your confidence and will make an 
impression on those who matter. Financial rewards will provide security and allay doubts and fears. If single, don’t 
be afraid to make the first move. If attached, discover more activities you love doing together. Virgo pampers you.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
Get the ball rolling with plans for a 
family reunion. Arrange a Zoom call 
with relatives to brainstorm about 
the arrangements. You yearn to 
spend more time with people who 
know you like a book. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Take your time reading the Sunday 
paper and watching news shows. 
Go for a walk on a path you don’t 
usually follow. Chat with neighbors 
with whom you have more in 
common than you think. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
You made a professional 
breakthrough for which you didn’t 
receive credit. Reward yourself. Buy 
something a bit indulgent for 
yourself that is not too pricey. Ask a 
friend for suggestions and shop 
online together. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
Use your winning smile to get the 
attention of someone you admire. 
Stand by a decision you made even 
if it goes against what others think. 
Turn on the charm, and others will 
see things your way. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
Your vibrant personality often 
belies your need for peace and 
quietude. Claim a bit of time today 
to meditate or ponder a problem 
that’s been playing out in your 
mind. An old memory brings a 
smile. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
Your desire to make the world a 
better place will guide you today. 
When you think about what is best 
for everyone involved, you perform 
a noble service to your community. 
A friendship arises from common 
goals. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
Enthusiasm for your work could 
cause you to lose track of time. 
Family and friends will alert you 

when you need to come up for air. 
Delegate responsibilities and you’ll 
get things accomplished and smell 
the roses. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Try your best to explain a complex 
set of ideas in simple terms. You’ll 
arouse curiosity and cultivate the 
desire to learn more. Move around 
more to escape overthinking 
things. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
Take the time to really listen to 
someone who wants your opinion. 
You might not think you have a 
solution, but something you say 
could resonate and provide 
someone with exactly what’s 
needed. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Look for people who make life 

Horoscope

easier. A home-improvement whiz 
or a sharp assistant will take 
excess burdens off your shoulders. 
It’s a good day to call on someone 
you consider to be your best friend. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Organize your space so you spend 
less time searching for items you 
need at a moment’s notice. Don’t 
be stubborn. Let people you love 
offer advice and help you get 
started. Exercise outdoors and 
you’ll feel fabulous. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Let your imagination run wild today, 
and you could stumble upon the 
solution to a long-term problem. 
When your creative juices begin to 
flow, magic happens. Share a funny 
story with a child or grandchild. 
Giggle freely. 

“FOUR OF A KIND” 
By PAUL COULTER

ACROSS
 1 Light songs
 6 “East of Eden” 

director Kazan
 10 Commercials
 13 Surrounded by
 19 Ancient Greek 

theater
 20 Like marathons
 21 Japanese 

drama
 22 It’s against the 

motion
 23 Law firm 

standout
 25 Stay afloat, in a 

way
 27 “Dream on!”
 28 Rabbit 

predators
 30 Clerical 

vestments
 31 Warm, in a 

game
 32 Acts 

disrespectfully 
toward

 34 Obtain by 
trickery

 36 Like Joel 
Goodson’s 
business, in a 
1983 film

 37 Respectful 
greeting

 39 Egg cells
 40 Fits to __
 42 Near-perfect 

bridge feat
 46 South American 

shocker
 52 Affect
 53 Live for evil, 

say?
 55 Back
 56 Half a fly
 57 Daisylike bloom
 58 __ school
 60 Dialogue-

stopping 
button?

 61 “All That Jazz” 
director

 63 Fire remnant
 66 Piano’s soft 

pedal, for one
 68 Future 

educator’s goal
 72 Wrap in a 

bandage
 73 Tennis star 

Osaka
 74 Brings (out)
 75 Bakery buy
 76 Hang (around), 

as with a friend
 77 City on the Po
 79 Likely
 82 Out with 

permission, 
maybe

 85 Put on a jury
 88 Actress Cornish 

of “Three 
Billboards 
Outside 
Ebbing, 
Missouri”

 90 Vietnam War 
defoliant

 92 Bonneville 
racing venue

 94 Einstein’s “m”
 95 B&O and 

Reading
 97 Places to hang
 98 Office alerts
 102 Beginning
 104 Got the point?
 106 “Your turn”
 107 Part of A.D.
 108 Liquid transfer 

device
 110 More than 

simmer
 113 Did a flower 

garden task
 116 Tennis umpire’s 

order after 
odd-numbered 
games ... and a 
hint to the two 
sets of circled 
letters in each of 
eight answers

 118 Ingratiate
 119 Holiday that 

marks the end 
of Ramadan

 120 Highland wear
 121 Cold shower?
 122 Catering supply

 123 Some “ER” roles
 124 Toy with runners
 125 Father-and-son 

actors

DOWN
 1 “Copacabana” 

showgirl
 2 Bad day for 

Caesar
 3 Lay down the 

law
 4 Excessively
 5 NBC weekend 

fixture, briefly
 6 Carry away
 7 Corporate 

symbols
 8 Attending USC, 

e.g.
 9 Terrible time?
 10 Probably not a 

good sign at a 
picnic

 11 Tight headgear
 12 Trounce
 13 Words in some 

pop group 
names

 14 Do a yard job
 15 14th-century 

Russian ruler
 16 Heaps affection 

(on)

 17 Swordfish __
 18 Absorbent 

fabric
 24 Word containing 

three of itself
 26 Helped plan a 

job, maybe
 29 Penny 

attachment
 33 D-Day French 

city
 35 “The Lion King” 

lion
 36 “Criminal Minds” 

agent played by 
Matthew Gray 
Gubler

 37 Marines NCO
 38 Double agent 

Aldrich
 41 Coastal flier
 43 Delhi dairy drink
 44 Feeler
 45 Author Rita __ 

Brown
 47 Irish nationalist 

Robert
 48 Symbols in 

some pop group 
names

 49 Blow
 50 Perfume name
 51 Bad look
 54 Artist El __

 57 “A Hard Road to 
Glory” author

 59 Asmara is its 
capital

 61 Make stout
 62 Perth protest
 64 Dues payer: 

Abbr.
 65 Big name in 

water filters
 66 “My Heart Will 

Go On” singer
 67 Appear
 68 Country music 

sound
 69 Country rocker 

Steve
 70 Ancient Greek 

medical 
researcher

 71 Luxury
 72 Ancient 

colonnade
 76 Author’s 

assumed 
character

 78 Young __
 79 Left, as a 

sinking ship
 80 Big East team
 81 Nickname for 

Esther
 83 24-hr. 

conveniences

 84 U.S. govt. 
broadcaster

 86 Ballpark figs.
 87 1994 Peace 

co-Nobelist
 88 Way off
 89 Flower named 

for its color and 
shape

 91 In pieces
 93 Flip-flop
 96 Proverbial bone 

breakers
 98 Manners
 99 Olympics 

segment
 100 Maryland’s 

Fort __
 101 Court 

command
 103 Wheel 

alignment
 104 __ oil
 105 Page-bottom 

abbr.
 107 Sleek, for short
 109 PGA rival of 

Tiger
 111 Brainstorm
 112 D-Day craft
 114 Chewie’s pal
 115 Drill wielder: 

Abbr.
 117 Spanish “that”
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Answers to last week’s puzzle.

“DIAMOND 
JUBILEE” By 
JERRY MICCOLIS

ACROSS
 1 “Yummy!”
 7 “Bein’ Green” 

singer
 13 Best bro
 20 Cry from a 

balcony
 21 “Whatever 

works”
 22 Fats Domino’s 

first name
 23 With 32-Across, 

stately sailors 
fearlessly face 
full-bodied fish?

 25 A, to Morse
 26 Lots
 27 Place for un 

étudiant
 28 Actor Epps
 30 Monsieur’s 

mine
 31 Dodger great 

Hodges
 32 See 23-Across
 36 It can follow 

land or sea
 38 Sea eagle
 39 “__ silly 

question ... ”
 40 Made foam
 45 DDE opponent
 47 Courtroom art
 52 With 66-Across, 

public park 
patrollers faced 
feathered 
facsimiles?

 58 Yale founder 
Yale

 59 Saigon soup
 60 Cowboy’s 

catcher
 61 Port abuser, 

say
 63 Press
 64 “Amazing” 

magician
 66 See 52-Across
 70 Hirsute 

Himalayan
 72 A, in Austria
 73 Mosque holy 

man
 74 With 92-Across, 

energetic New 
Englanders filch 
furry fledgling 
felines?

 82 Scam with 
spam, say

 85 Munich Mrs.
 86 Texter’s “As I 

see it ... ”
 87 Eponymous 

obstetrician 
Fernand

 89 Title for Tom 
Jones

 90 Loses one’s 
head?

 92 See 74-Across
 96 Address
 98 “Livin’ Thing” 

gp.

 99 Court 
chroniclers

 100 Really long 
time

 103 Pitching stat
 105 Cell alerts
 109 Dugout 

denizens
 118 Big-eyed bird
 119 Astronaut 

Shepard
 120 “Mon __!”
 121 Super Mario’s 

dinosaur
 122 Garage job
 123 Middle East 

economic 
center

 125 Contrived 
competition ... 
and what the 
109-Across 
comprise in this 
puzzle?

 129 Hurricane 
warning 
responder, 
maybe

 130 School skipper
 131 Finally
 132 Hunting dogs
 133 Medicinal 

shrubs

 134 Like some grins

DOWN
 1 Hip-hop tops
 2 Steamy
 3 Name 

associated with 
Jesuit schools

 4 Somali 
supermodel

 5 Poivre partner
 6 Go deep or go 

yard
 7 Former name 

of the Mariinsky 
Ballet

 8 Novelist Zola
 9 Weasel out
 10 West of 

Hollywood
 11 Home of 123-

Acr.
 12 Company that 

makes Ball Park 
Franks

 13 Polite titles
 14 Arctic parkas
 15 Addams cousin
 16 Bump-related
 17 AmericanAirlines 

Arena city
 18 Williams of 

“Happy Days”

 19 Classic sodas
 24 2010 health law: 

Abbr.
 29 NYC subway 

org.
 32 “Mind your 

manners”
 33 Present-day 

Persia
 34 Rare blood type, 

for short
 35 Croupier’s tool
 37 Trident-shaped 

letter
 41 A, in Argentina
 42 School closing?
 43 Writer Wiesel
 44 “Darn!”
 46 In stitches
 48 Seder prophet
 49 Dessert made 

with mascarpone 
cheese

 50 Bok __
 51 Attila’s army
 52 “All Things 

Considered” 
network

 53 “Eureka!”
 54 Emmy-winning 

portrayer of 
Gary Walsh in 
“Veep”

 55 Enjoying 
crumpets, 
maybe

 56 Kid
 57 NBC show 

since 1975
 62 “Certainement!”
 65 Fool
 67 Pitching stat
 68 Trimming tape
 69 Large penguins
 71 “Lord, is __?”
 74 Andrews and 

Edwards: Abbr.
 75 Subtle 

stratagem
 76 Diminutive devil
 77 Greek X
 78 Time long past
 79 Grub
 80 Send out
 81 Stuffing stuff
 83 Member of the 

fam
 84 Time sheet 

abbr.
 88 Buddhist 

discipline
 91 Sign of healing
 93 Protected, at 

sea
 94 Afghanistan’s 

__ Bora

 95 Show with 
Miami and NY 
spin-offs

 97 More intoxicating
 101 Martini garnishes
 102 Phillies’ div.
 104 “The Joy Luck 

Club” novelist
 106 Main Milky Way 

makeup
 107 W.J. Clinton 

successor
 108 Wintry, in a way
 109 Creepy film 

motel
 110 Motrin 

alternative
 111 Stuttgart starter
 112 Pass
 113 Clumps
 114 Polynesian 

Disney heroine
 115 Aides: Abbr.
 116 Prayer 

possessive
 117 Red Sea resort
 122 Composer 

Schifrin
 124 Saturn SUV
 126 Exist
 127 Sister
 128 DDE’s WWII 

command
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trajectory of your backyard 
investment from family novelty to 
neighborhood gathering spot to 
scum-green frog-breeding pond/
money pit. (Lawrence McGuire)

ADINSTT > STANDIT: The most 
difficult part of a job: If you can’t, 
you quit. (Ward Kay, Vienna, Va.) 

AEEINTV > AIEE-TV: 24 hours of 
horror movies, bungee jumping 
and roller coasters. (Ken Gallant, 
Sequim, Wash.; Leif Picoult, Rockville) 

AEGMNRT > GRAMNET: What your 
kids call Facebook. (Milo Sauer, 
Fairfax; Mark Raffman) 

AENPRRT > ENTARP: What to do 
when “entomb” is not immediately 
feasible. (Deanna Busick) 

AENPRRT > PERTNAR: Almost. “I’m 
pertnar through putting up with yer 
lip.” (Jon Gearhart, Des Moines) 

AENPRRT > PRATNER: Stan, to 
Ollie. (Tom Witte, Montgomery Village) 

AOPRSTW > WAP-O’s: The hot new 
cereal endorsed by Cardi B & Meg-
an Thee Stallion. (Jamie Martindale) 

AOPRSTW > AWSPORT: Kinder-
garten soccer, or the Puppy Bowl. 
(Duncan Stevens, Vienna, Va.) 

BELMORT > BRO-MELT: A “grilled” 
cheese sandwich that’s heated up 
in the “press” of an armpit. (Chris 
Damm, Charles Town, W.Va.) 

CEOPRTT > PET ROT: An extremely 
fleeting novelty toy consisting of 
googly eyes pasted on a ball of 
garbage. (Duncan Stevens) 

DGIOPRY > DIG-PRY: A nosy 
question that also manages to be 

Humorist Books

This contest’s inspiration and 
second prize all in one. 


